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From you Sounded out the word of the Lord … In every place your faith toward God is Spread abroad ,,,  I Thes. 1:8
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June this year focuses the world’s attention on Korea-Japan. It is the first time a World Football Cup tournament is held on Asian soil, and the first one in the millennium. The tragedy of September 11 last year is fast forgotten, as those who are able, fly their way to the football pitches in these two countries. No event, apart from the World Olympics, can captivate such attention. Yet the Olympics loses to the World Cup with respect to the number of fans it can command for each playoff. 

September 11 shocked the world into reality. Life is very uncertain. But for these 31days, 11 players on the football field unite a whole nation, be it a superpower such as the US, or tiny Sweden. Racial differences, status distinctions and social discriminations disappear. The 11 in the field must be the best. Similarly, the whole nation unite to shout themselves hoarse to encourage their 11 players in the field to kick a ball through an opening between two vertical posts and one crossbar defended by another set of 11 opposing players also with their whole nation behind them. In June, there is no one of Japanese, Chinese, African, European, American or whatever origin. If they live in Denmark, they will be cheering voraciously for the 11 Danes. Kings and paupers will join their hands to applaud. 

With such a spirit, a whole nation can cheer or cry on the performance of only 11 players. The weak-hearted may be ushered into eternity; the strong-hearted into a passion rarely seen in normal days – their mood depends on the 11 on the field.

On Sunday June 30 two sets of 11 players each will take to the field for the final time with everyone who dares call himself or herself a nationalist of their country behind them. As for the rest of the world, for that day, and for those one and a half hours, they have switched citizenships! They are either of one country or the other. Never will we see rivalry and unity – two opposite entities – thrown together into so small a space as a football field and yet with a virtual representation of the whole planet earth.

As we think of the 22 players fighting possession for a ball with their whole nation behind them sans differences whatever, is it possible to think of the whole Church of Christ united together to fight for His cause? On Sunday (and for all the previous days in June), thousands of evangelical Christians (the Christian eleven) will be distributing tracts to snatch precious souls from the snare of Satan inside and outside that stadium. Can we count on all who call themselves Christians (Acts 11:26) whether they are Jews or Gentiles, bond or free, male or female (I Cor. 12:13, Gal. 3:28) to be numbered together with the  “eleven” (Acts 1:26), stand up with the “eleven” and lift up our voices (Acts 2:14) and our hands (I Tim. 2:8) with one goal in mind to pray for the salvation of precious souls and the fruitful ministry of the faithful “eleven” in the field? 

As you experience and enjoy the football mania,

make The ECHOS your “football manual” for these two months.

Make this your GOAL!
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